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Radio Serint, Colonial Network, September 5, 1941, by Phil. Fleming of 
the New England Radio News Service and \iessels S. iiddaugh, Northeast 
at aen ntative of the Bureau of Agricultural ieonomics, U. 9. Departisent 
of Aurioulture. 


AGRICULTURAL PLANNING IN ie ENGLAND 


* 


PLEMINGs Farm men and women all over New England this fall and 
winter will be pathered in eee ural planning meevin 
Diseussions will deal with the part that the New Cnelerd 
farm people are playing im national defenses « » with the 
production and the marketing of the farm products needed 
by our own people in this country, and for export to 
Britain. Discussions will deal with the conservut ion of 
the soil. . « and with the agricultural adjustment programs. 
They will deal with the security. . . and in some Cases, bse 
insecurity. .« . of the people on the land. 


=] 
Lilet © 


The regional representative for agricultural planning in 
the. New England States is Vessels 5. Midcaugh of the 
Bureau of Agricultural keonomices, United States Depart< 
ment of Agriculture. ‘ies is here in the studic this 
morning. « « Hé's come up from regional headquarters av 
Philadelphia te deseribe for our listeners on the Colonial: 
Network some’ of the work in agricultural planning in ier 
England . ’ 


MIDDAUGH: That's a pretty big order, Phil. . « when you consider the 
abhd patie of the hundreds of tovmship aericultursl olan 
comaittces of farm men and wonen all over New Eneiand é 
the county: planning committees in which the various researc” 
and action agencies of the Federal Department of hore om 
the State agricultural extension services. . . 8 variLons 
farmer organizations in this repion. . . and Staten and town 
ship administrative agencies. . . all take part. And then 
there are the State agricultural planning committees cou- 
prised of these and other public agencies. . . all conmcsrmed 
with the economic and secial welfare of the people j | 
VEgione 


FLEMING Yes, wetve seen some of the detatied reports of these 
agencies. . . Their work is a striking example of the way 
in which Cone problems can be solved throuch joint, 
coordinated action. . . | 


Now, wes, one of the tig problems iin New Encland at this 
momen® is the farm labor situation. 
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MIDDAUGH: And a tough problem it is. The agricultural planning 
committees have recommended that the cooperating agencies 


tension services and the State employment services are 
giving attention to it richt now. Surveys have been 
made of the available supply of farm labor and of labor 
requirenents for this year's harvests. In each New 
England State the State employment services have cesig- 
nated members of their staffs as farm labor placement 
supervisors. 


"LIA ING s In Connecticut and lassachusetts, Ves, I understand the 
State employment services prepared classified lists of 
school youth who were available for farm work this surmer- 
And that people from these lists were available to farmers 
who needed help. 


mMIEDDAUGH: Yes. . » Hore than fifty percent of the tobacco crop this 
year was harvested in that way. . . More than six thousand 
high school boys and girls in Connecticut alone helped with 
the harvest. In some tases this fall, the opening of the 
high schools is to be postponed in order to help supply 
labor for the harvests. . . benefiting the farmers and pro- 
viding healthful employment and good wages for the youth 

Pade Gs But the dairy industry, Wes. Many of the dairymen in 
New England have lost their year-round hired hands to the 
defense industries, 


HIDDAUGH: As yet, that situation has not seriously affected the pro-~ 
duction of milk. Lilk production in New kLneland has been 
larger this year than last. Prices are up, but the cost 

_of production also is up. Farm wazes have been increased. 
Arrangements have been made in some cases for occupational 
deferment of farm labor from Selective Service, but of 
course the farmers simply can't compete with the industrial 
wages now being offered. 


PLEMING: Maybe not. . » But as you were saying this morning. Ves, 
laber needs to consider more than the bare wares in in- 
dustry. . - On the farm there are the non-cash itens 


ence 


MIDDAUGHs And as every industrial worker knows, those two itens 
alone. -« » housing and food. . . leave precious little 
out of an industrial pax check. . . The farm labor 
situation is a problem. . . and an increasing one. . . 
not only as to dairy production, but as to poultry and 
eres as well. lisht now, the potuto crowers. . , 
especially in Maine. . . are concerned over the supply 
of labor to harvest this yeur's crop. . . larce quantities 
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ef truck crops are to be harvested. . . and then boere 
be the picking of this year's crop of apples. 

PTIGE.LNG Going back to the dairy situation, Wes. . . Can you teil 
us what is being done with regard to the supply of [seq 
grains for this fall and winter? 


RIDDAUGH: . Ve had a pretty serious drought situation in parts of 
the Northeast this season. In some cases the first 
cutting of hay was fifty percent smaller than on the 
same farms last year. The second cutting came Lhrengn 
in somewhat better condition. Pastures were so poor in 
some areas the farmers were compelled to supplemens 
pastures with feed. 


PLEM TGs But according to the Government reports, there's plenty 
of srain as a national supply situation. « - 


MIDDAUGH There's plenty of grain. . . but the problem will be how to 

. get that crain into New Kngland in view of the increasec use 
of transportation for munitions and other defense items.) eee 
4s one measure of protection, the Commodity Credit Corpors- 
tion has arranged for the storage of ten and a hal? million 


bushels of corn in terminal. warehouses at Albany. « .» 
Buffalo. « » Ogdensburg. . » Philadelphia. . . and Baltinore, 
FLANING : You think that transportation priorities will be neeced to 


vet erain into New Encland? 


iIDOAUGH: Possibly so, . . Or some plan worked out for tic storing 
of grain on farms now against next winter's needs. That 


problem is being attacked now by the planning committces 
and the cooperating agencies. 


FLEMING: But wasn't there also a statement by the Commodity Credit 
Corporation regarding grain storarse on the farms in New 
England? 

MIDDAUGH: Yes, the Commodity Credit Corporation and the Farm Crodit 


Administration will cooperate with farmer cooperatives su 
as the Eastern States Farners kxchange, in the storage of 
milied feed on members! farms, The GOLF in New Yorl: is co- 
operating in this program. The Plamiing Committees in the 
six New England States also are attacking this problem as 

to feed grain supplies. It's been susyested that arranze- 
ments similar to those in New York should be made with the 


i. 


astern States and other farmer coeperative orcanizations 


PEERING: Now, wes, let's consider some of the longer-time adjustments 
upon wiich the planning committees in New Encland are workins 
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MIDDAUCH : 


mittees have worked on and have not said a thing about 


I'm thinking, for example, of the pasture improvenert pro- 
pram in New Hampshire and Connecticut. 


Evidently you've seen the Department ’s motion Licture, 
"Harvests for Tomorrow". . . showing how the pastures in 
New England have decreased in productivity through the 
yearS. « » 


Yes, and of the cooperative pasture improvement progran 
now under wart in some parts of this rejion. . . putting 
lime and «superphosphate on the land. . . "lime anc super. 
super and lime", . . as Frank Craven says in "Varvests for 
Tomorrow" , 


' The program that the agricultural plannine comrittéess 


worked out in New Hampshire realli, showed results - i2ne 
and super was put on the pastures. ‘the cormittees have 
also obtained results on so many things that we can't. 
cover today. We have discussed only two or three of the 
big New sngland problems that agricultural planning com 
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the planning process. The apricultural planninc OSs 
should be discussed, as it represents a revival of the 

New sngland town meeting type of prorran developnent. Rural 
people plan for themselves. Good arcas as woll as poor areas 
have problems. You know some of the poor areas and their 
problems. 


Yes, I believe 1 know some of those ereas. . . too poor ta 
Support adequate schools, libraries, hospitals, recrceatianal 
facilities, and other civic ard educational institutions fo 
rural people.. 


O2 course, in New cnpland - as everywhere else ~ you'll fing 
a wide range of physicals; econonic, and social conditions 
You'll find some people ovming larre properties: . . ané 
you'll find other people seriously burdened vith deb 
You'll find some townships able to support all of 
educational and civic institutions cormonly associa 
the American ideal of a hich standard of living. . . and other 
townships where even the construction and maintcnamce of mins’ 
highways have become insupportable financial >urdens. 


it's pretiy chvious, Ves, that the adjustments in agricul ure 
to meet modern conditions ~ now - and alter the war ~ ro moh 

: - é ko oe Aw H 
deener than the need for mere physical chance. . . There are 
the econoriic and social adjustuents required in a better 
distribution of rood PR ghaheee 


And that's the problen the arricultural planning committees 


- he we 


are tackling in cooperation with all the various Vederal, 
State, and local agencies, 
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FLEMING: Well, I see our radio time is up and to the listeners 
on the Colonial Network I should explain that this 
discussion of problems in New England. . . and of the 
way in which the agricultural planning comrittees are 
attacking them. . . is the first of a series on agri- 
eultural planning in New England. Next “ednesday at 
this sane time we'll have Dr. Basil k. Gilbert who is 
the BAK Representative for Rhode Island and Acting Director 
of the Ithode Island Experiment Station, to discuss some 
of the economic and social problems in that State. . . 
and of the activities of the planning, research, and 
action agencies in Rhode Island. 
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Radio Seript, Colonial Network, September 10, by Phil Fleming of the 

New Imgland Radio News Service, and Dr. Basil E. Gilbert, Rhode Island 
representative of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. 5. Department 
of Asriculture. 


AGRICULTURAL PLANNING IN RHODE ISLAND 


FLEMING: Last Wednesday at this time, Mr. “lessels iddaush of the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, discussed some of the 
activities of the agricultural planning committees in New 
Enzland. . . and of the way in which these committees and 
cooperating agencies are attacking the agricultural pro- 
blems in this region. He dealt with the farm labor situa- 
tion. . . and with the feed situation. And he told about 
the pasture improvement program in New Hampshire and 
Gonnecticute o Today s Dre Dasil E. Gilbert. . . who is 
the Burcau of Agricultural iconomics representative for 
Kode Island, as well as Acting Director of the Rhode 
Island Experiment Station. . . is here to discuss the work 

, of agricultural planning in Rhode Island. .. Dr. Gilbert. 
you were saying that some of the tovmship africultural 
planning committees in INhode Island will be meeting this 
month? . 


GILBERT: The township committees. . . as you know. . . are composed 
entirely of farm men and women. ... These Fol ba he al 
over the State will be meetince this fall to consider thei 
local problems. . . There Will also be the Rone of 


state comnittee. These committees. . . at ze count; a 
State levels. . « include technical advisers of the Itho 
Island Agricultural Experiment Station and fete istOe Sere 
vices «.° administrative representatives of the vurious 
research and action asencies of the United States Depart— 
memt of Agriculture. . . and representatives of a mumber 
of other cooperating acencies in Rhode Island. ; 


county Beton tural. planning committees, and meeti es of the 
“~ 


FLEMING s That sounds as though you have pretty nearly everyone interest 


in agriculture. . . in Jihode Island. . . cooerating in this 


agricultural planning program. 


GILBERT: Not everyone. . « but a good many people and arencies. . . 
all dealing wath agricultural conditions that concern not 
only the farm people. . . but the tovm and city people as 

well. Ss 


PLOMITNG: Dr. Gilbert. . . wetve been hearins a ood deal about the 


GILBERT: 


FLING: 
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food=-for-defense program. . - and especially about the 
effort that's being made to increase the production of 
dairy and poultry products. I'm wondering how the 
farmers in Rhode Island fit into that picture. 


Of course, Phil, you understand that Rhode Island is a 
deficit-producing Stute. . . We don't produce enough 

food for our omm commercial needs. . . A big volume of milk 
and es’s is shipped in from other parts of New England. 
Even so, the production of milk and eggs in Rhode Island 
has been increased this year. 


and I've seen some firures showing increases in rarden 
crops. 


Yes. . » And in that connection there's a rether significant 
development in lihode Island. . . There's been a considerable 
increase in part-tine farming in recent years. . . by factory 
people moving out onto small pieces of ground. . . preducinge 
parden crops. . . small fruits. . . poultry and ess. 


Meaning better nutrition for the factory worker, of course. . 
but competition with the commercial farmer. 


Better nutrition, yes. . . But as to the competition, no. 
Many of the planning committees ayree that since the com- 
mercial farmers don't produce all of the food needed by our 
big industrial population, there‘s no competition from part- 
time farming. 


But there's another side to this part-time farming develop- 
ment, as I understand it. . . And that is, its effect on your 
public institutions. . . your schools and libraries. . . your 
hospitals and other service institutions. 


Naturally, as there is a shift in population. . . as a result 
of part-time farming or any other cause. . . some adjustments 
arc needed in public service. . . tiays must be found to meet 
the inercasing cost of public service. . « and particularly, 
the increased cost of maintaining schools and hishwars. 

This subject of equitable distribution of the tax loac will 
be a lively topic of debate at the planning meetincs this 
fall and winter. 


Now, these township planning committees. . . they make 
specific recommendations for research and action by the 
various local, county, and other agencies? 


Growing out of the planning discussion last year, a unified 
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county report was developed for Washington County. In 
that report, eight lines of action are recommended. . » 
They inelude provisions for the maintenance anc improvement 
of soil fertility under the Agricultural Conservation Pro- 
grams. . » the adjustments needed in our agriculture to 
meet present and future requirements for farm and forest 
products. . . and in broader aspect the development of a 
lonv-time land-use procram. 


Anything on highways? 

A secondary road program was developed by the township and 
count committees, and approved by the State Land—Use I’Lannine 
Committee. 


How about woodlands? 


There are large forcsted areas in the western part of the 
county. .- » Lany peoole believe that these arcas should be 
developed for recreational purposes. 


And such a development, of course, would involve the con- 
servation of forests and wildlife. 


In fact, the county comaittee passed a resolution in that 
connection urping a revision of the fish and game laws. . . 
Various projects are also under way, dealing with the 
development and management of farm and tornship woodilots. 


Of course, Dr. Gilbert, ina brief radio broadecust we can 
cover only some of the highlishts. . . But now, let's take 
a brief look at Providence County. 


In Providence County, also, the principal farm enterprise 
38 dairying. . . Among other reconmendations the township 
cormittees have urged that studies be made of present milk 
routes and their efficiency. . . or lack of efficiency. 
fro.n the standpoint of precucers and consumers. . . They 
urged that studies be made of the cooperative buying of hay 
by dairymen, particularly with regard to the costs of trans- 
portation. . 


2 


Except for detail, I suppose you have pretty mech the same 
problems in Providence as in Vashington County. . . dealing 
with the increase in parttime farming. . . the cost and 
maintenance of schools and highways. . . the protection of 
forests and the manacement of woodlots, 


Yes, and as to the adjustments needed to improve the ccononic 


FLEMING: 


FPLERING : 


and social conditions of our low-income farmers. To 
deal with these problems requires the cooperative action 
of all the various research, action, and administrative 
agencies. . » at the county, the State, and the Federal 
levels. 


As you've indicated, Dr. Gilbert, some of the purely local 
problems are being worked out by the local people them- 
selves. . . but there are larger situations that require 

the technical and administrative help of the various public 
agencies which have been set up for this purpose. .. I'm 
thinking now of the report that your State Land-Use Committee 
prepared in connection with the national defense program. 


In that report the State Connittee emphasized the need for 
improviny the dietary standards of both the rural and urban 
people, the maintenance of adequate food supplies for this 
purpose, and the adjustments required in agricultural pro- 
duction and marketing in the best interests of producers and 
consumers. . . Other subjects covered by the report included 
the acquisition of land by defense agencies and the purchasing 
of farm products by the Army and Navy. . . It was recommended, 
for example, that flying fields should be located, insofar as 
possible, on land not suitable for apriculture, As you know, 
our acricultural areas already are pretty limited. Only a 
third of all the land in Rhode Island is adapted for arri- 
cultural use. 


Thank you, Dr. Gilbert, for this discussion of arricultural 
planning in Rhode Island. . . And for the listeners on the 
Colonial Network, this talk with Dr. Gilbert was the second 
of a series of broadcasts on*‘agricultural planning in New 
England. Next ednesday at this same time, tir. Marry C. 
Woodworth, who is the BA representative for New Hampshire 
will discuss some of the economic and social problems in 
that State. . . and of the activities of the planninr, re- 
search, and action agencies in New Hampshire. 
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Radic Seript, Colonial Network, September 17, by Phil Fleming of the 
New England Radio News Service and Harry C. Vcodworth, New Hampshire 
representative of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. 5. Deparincnt 
of Agriculture. 


AGRICULTURAL PLANNING IN Nw UALPSHIts 


FLEMING: Today we have Chapter Three in our series of discussions 
n Agricultural Planning in New Sngland. . - Today v1 
to New Hampshire. . . or rather, New Ilampshire comes tec 
us, in the person of Harry C. Woodworth who is the Pureau 
ef agricultural Sconomics representative for that oune Ces 
ire woodworth, last week Dr. Gilbert told us about some of 
the things the agricultural planning committees and the 
cooperating action agencies have been doing in Rhode Islan 
dealin: with the food-for-defense program, the increase in 


% ergs 
she othe 
r 


part-time farming in Rhode Island, the construction and nain~ 


tenance of highways, the manasemcnt of woodlands and the 
like. 2 »« I suppose that your elannine committees in New 
Hampshire also will begin their meetings this month. 


WOOD. ORTH s Yes, we have a pretty full schedule of meetings planned at 
the township, county, and State levels for this zal] anc 
winter. In the last three years we've had more than <5t 
meetings at these various levels of rural and arta nterest , 
dealing with a number of problems = aideihe erie adjustments 
to meet changing physical and economic conditions, soil 
servation, pasture improvement, farr security, the develo 
ment and management of woodlots, and so on. 


FLEX ING : Of course there's a good deal of interest right now in the 
focd=-for-defsnse prozram, . .» in increasing the production 
of mille and eggs fer our own fnscds of better nutrition, am 


of concentrated foods for export to Britain. 


WOODWORTH 3 Our convribution to Ghat is about the same as in New dand 
generally this season. . . Our output of both milk and ees 
has. been a little larger this season. About half of the 
milk preduced in New Hampshire is shipped te Boston and 7 
cities in northorn Vassachusetts. ‘ie ship out lerse quan 
tities of poultry and egs-s, 


FLigit NG: Prices have been prett:: sood this season. 


WOODWORTH: Yes, and the costs of production have been higher. We 
had 40 supplement pastures with feed this summer. And 
farm wages have gone up. 


PLIGTING: That situation also has been pretty general throughou. 
New Ln¢gland this season, and it's been of concern to 
many of the planning, research and action arencies en- 
gaged in finding and clasifying availeble 1: abor » and 
working out ap ardonanba so that New England dairy and 
poultry men will have adequate supplies of Teed this 
fall and winter. 


SOOWORTH: The various Federal and State acencies in New Nampshire 
have been working on that feed supply pr oblen «a, SUX H 
for a long-time program we've been doing a good deal, 
too, on pasture improvement. 


PIGRTER Harvests for tomorrow? 


JOODWORTH: Yes, trying to do things now through agricultural conserva— 
tion programs that will assure hn for tomorrew ~- to 
bring back the soil fertility that has been lost through 
more than a century of cropping and eh uring. 


WLEMING: That special pasture improvement program ~ that‘s princi- 
pally in Belknap County? 


(OODWORTH: In Coos County, too. In Belknap, more than 200 have en- 
rolled in the pasture improvement program. And in Coos 
County, some <50 farmers are improving about 1,000 acres 
of pas sture land, this season. 


FLEMING: Putting lime and superphosphate on the iand. 


WOODWORTH: Lime and super. . . For generations the >astures in southern 
: New England have been deteriorating. Practically nothing 
was done to replace the mineral elements being shipped te 
tovm and city in every can of milk. The point has bsen 
eached where many farmers have to feed hay even at the height 
of the pasture season. . . In extreme cases the pastures are 
only exercise prounds. 


PLOUINGs No wonder the cost of milk production foes up. 


WOODWORTH: Now, with the help it the agricultural acjustnent and con- 
servation agencies, a ten-year vasture impr ovement prorran 
is underway in Belknap and Coos Counties to increase the 
efficiency, and reduce the costs. . . of milk production. 
we'd like to extend that program all over the State of New 
llampshire. 


be 


FLED TNG: That would mean a pasture improvement program on nearly 
5,000 farms. 


WOOD ORTH 3 5,000 is the mmber of commercial dairy farms in cur State 
In addition, on approximately 7,500 farms, the keeping oJ 
one or two cows for milk production for the home would be 


facilitated. 
FLEMING : That's a pretty ambitious program. 
WOODWORTT: Yes, but it would mean the improvement of 150,000 acres o. 


pasture on the commercial dairy farms, and about 50,000 
acres on the remainder. Such a program would release 100,00C 
acres of present poer pasture for the production of timber, 
and it would help to avoid damage by livestock in 500,00C acres 
of woodland now in pastures. 


FLERING s You'c need plenty of help from the varicus research and actlen 
agencies. 


WOODTORTI: Help from practically all of them ~ the Agricultural Adjustment 
hdninistration and the Farm Security Administretion, the Soli 
Conservution Service, the Forestry Service, the Stute Porestry 
Department, and the Extension Service in planning and imple~ 


menting the procram. ‘etd like to have such a prorrem sc% 


during the coming year. 

PLING You mentioned the production of timber, . . You have some 
extensive timberlands in New Hampshire. 

WOODWORTH s liore than 80 percent cf the total land srea of New Hampshire 


is woodland. There was a time when the forests in New 
Hampshire were an unrivalled source of income. But that 
isn't true today. For one reason or another — larcely beenuse 


of exploitation and mismanareuent ~- the quality of the forests 


has deteriorated. It's become increasingly difficult to Le- 
cate timber supplies to maintain ovr existing wood-using indus- 


tries. 
PLEMCING 3 But the forests could be brought back by richt manazenent. 
WOODWORTH Yes. Hut there are many ramifications of this forestry pro= 


blam. .» » questions of public and private ovnership. 


a 2 
Questions of taxation. . . questions. . . 

FLELIING : (interrupting) Taxation? 

WOODWORTH : Yes, Under present policy there's practically no induce~ 


ment for a man tc let his timber grow to prever marketable 
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PLELTING 


VWOODVORTT: 


WBOCDVONTHs 


FLEMING: 


WOODWORTI: 


FLEMING 3. 


WOCDGORTH:s 


PLEMING 3 


WOODWORTH 3 


size ~ to harvest his timber as he would a crop. In that 
connection the State plannins committee is urging big and 
little timber owners alike to renew their efforts to obtain 
more suitable forest tax lepislation. 


bars 


well, I can see you do have a problem there. 

Basically, we need an intensive educational campaien in th 
State to make certain that everyone ~ farm and city people 
alike - will appreciate the need for a lonre~time forestry 
program that will stabilize employment and yield products, 
profit and revenue in the years to come instead of taking 
them all at one fell swoop. 


th 


Now Lir. Woodworth, in Harvests for Tomorrow there was a 
sequence showing the bad economic and social effects of the 
destruction of the forests and the loss of soil fertility. 


Yes, that's a part of what we call the declining areas prob- 
lem ~ areas where people have been literally stranded in a 
declining agricultural and forestry industry. lUamy isolated 
areas that formerly offered a fair opportunity for a family 
to make a living have now fallen into disuse. 


Areas that are probably unable to contribute much to the 
construction and maintenance of highways, or to educational 
and other service institutions. 


At the moment, the real significance of that problem may be 
somewhat obscured by the increase in industrial activity 
under national defense programs which are offering employ- 
ment opportunities, to many farm people. But it will become 
prominent again during the post-war period, and we should 
be planning now the adjustments that will be needed at that 
time 2 


Planning for rural works programs, for example, to zive 
work to farm people released from industrial employment for 
national defense. 


Possibly. » » Heanwhile, some specific lines of action are 
being followed to help prevent the expansion of isolated 
areas. 


Can you give some examples of that? 


An outstanding example is in the town of Strafford. The 
town has two isolated areas where farming has disappeared, 
leaving behind a few scattered rural residents, Local 
farmers agree that these sections are unsuited to comnercial 
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agriculture. The locations are also undesirable for. 
residential or part-time farming use. The public cost for 
road service and school transportation is excessive. 


FLEMING s That sets the scene. 
WOODWORTH: Local people presented the problem at the community land 
use committee meeting. The town meeting was asked to 
- appoint a cormittee to study the possibilities of-rural 
zoning as a solution. This committee in turn recommended 
that steps be taken to legalize the establishment of a 
rural*soning ordinance. While the town meeting failed to 
take favorable action on the proposal, the citizens are 
much better informed on the situation, and an alternative 
plan to solve the problem by public purchase of the isolated 
places is now being considered. 


PLSLUING : And then there is the problem of highway costs and main- 
tenance » 


WOODWORTH: The Land use committees have studied the public finance 
aspects of town road building and maintenance in various 
parts of the state. An important problem uncovered is 
the extremely unequal burden on some towns for road service, 
That problem is being worked out by the hirhway department — 
in providing larcer State aid to towns of low valuation 
and hastening the completion of State roads, and through 
legislative authority providine for the public purchase 
of isolated problem farms and for the discontinuance of 
highway maintenance in these isolated places. 


FLEMING: Well our radio time is up now, and thank you Hr. Woodworth 
for coming down to sive us some of the highlights of apgri- 
cultural planning and action in New Hampshire. . . For the 
information of our listeners on the Colonial Network, next 
Wednesday at this same time, Mr. Stacy Miller, who is Land 
Use Planning Specialist in Maine is coming dowm from Orono 
to discuss agricultural planning and action in that State. 
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Hadio Seript, Colonial Network, September 24, by Phil Fleming, of the 
New fngland Radio News Service and Stacy R. Miller, Naine Land Use 
Planning Specialist for the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, VU. 5. 
Department of Agriculture. 


PLERING : 


FLEMING: 


WILLSK: 


FLEMING s 


PLATING ¢ 


“AGRICULTURAL PLANNING IN MATHE 


Coming up today is Chapter Number Four in our series of 
radio discussions of agricultural planning in New Inland. 
Last Vednesday, Lr. woodworth of New Hampshire discussed 
apricultural planning, research, and action in Now Hamp- 
shire. « « problems of production for national defense. . ; 
the development of pasture improvement programs. ;» . the 
vay in which the difficulties of declining areus are being 
attacked. . . Today, Kr. Stacy It. Killer has come down from 
Orono, haine. to tell us about agricultural plannins, re- 
search, and action in that State. . . Stacy, how zoes the 
food-for-defense program in laine? 


At the moment, Phil, our big fall potato harvest is under— 
way in Aroostock County. The crop is practically the sane 
size this year as last, but prices are a little hicher, 
and the total income of the potato growers will probably 
be larger. We are anticipating some difficulty in gettin 
farm labor particularly for the potato harvest. 


Wilk and egrs? 


Production of both milk and eges in Haine has been rennin 
a little larger this year than last. Prices have been 
higher, but the costs of production also have vOne UP. 


That's pretty much the situation everywhere - higher prices 
and hicher costs - but with prices and costs in favorable 
relationship to induce increased production. . . Potatoes, 
milk, eges - these are the principal farm commodities you. 
ship out of the Stete? 


Yes, and apples. . . Wie also ship out apples althoush-not 
nearly so many as we did when we were exporting to Britain. 


You know, Stacy, except for the oroduction of potatoes, 
many people outside of New Englani regard Vaine as the 

jand of the lobster and the cod. .. of beans and brown 
bread on Saturday night. . . and fried doughnuts at any 
time. . . They*ve heard about the rock-bound coast of Maine 


ee ae 


with its quaint fishing villages and popular summer resorts. 


LG = 


and about the inland lakes and the mountains with their 
delightful summer places. . . But they don't think of 
Maine as an agricultural State. 


DILLER? Well, more than sixty percent of the people in Maine get 
all or a part of their living off the land. . . and that 
ficure doesn’t include the people engaged in the marketing 
and distribution of farm products. 


LEMING 3 But your agriculture has decreased through the years? 
MILLER 2 Yes, it has ~ the same as everywhere else in New England. 


Originally, of course, all was agriculture, except ae 

the fisheries. . . and in: arriculture is incly ded fork j 
Really, the history of haine may be divided into icam ‘dis- 
tinct periods: The first was the initial period of ssttie- 
ment that covered nearly 150 years. .. then came a period 
of rapid expansion when farming was carricd on inside a 
local economy with lumber and fishing providing most of the 
limited cash available. .. 


FLEETING: And the third? 


MILLER 3 That's the present period. . . one of contraction in some 
of the established land uses and of intensification in 
others. Land that was valuable during the intensive period 
of settlement no longer has lumber on it. And land that 
could compete successfully in a New Enrland economy durin: 
the period of expansion cannot compete today in a national 
economy that embraces the large fertile areas of the midwest 


PLING: But even in Maine there are some farms which have inereased 
in size and production. 


MILLER: Yes. . . and many other farms which have been aban 


vi q 
Ones 
Some communities have grovm and enjoyed rreater prosperity, 
whereas others have declined in population and wealth 
FLEMING: Change in a changing world. . . and it is with these chances 
the agricuitural planning and aotion programs arse concerned 
MILLER: Three years ago, the agricultural planning program was berun 
in Maine for the purpose of trying to improve the economic 
and social conditions of our farm people. . . If agri k oubare 


planning during this period has done nothing more it hac 
this. . . It has given people. . . farm people and city pespds 
alike. . . a better understanding of agricultural conditions 
in the State. . . the physical. resources and ape eho of 
the land, and the economic and social condition of the people 
on the land. 
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And thet's been the job of the planning comrittees. . - 
trying to make knowm these things as a basis fox coop- 
erative research and action programs by your apgricuitura. 
extension service and the various State and Federal act’ 
and administrative agencies. 


f 


The first step was to get the farm people themselves to 
classify all the land in the State. Nore than 
farm men and women did this through their own c 
planning committees. Community maps were dravm f 

purpose, and these maps were later consolidated into count, 
maps and classifications. Then a procedure for ciassiiy3 
the various levels of rural living conditions was worked 
out. 


™ 
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So then you had not only a picture of physical conditions. 
but economic and social conditions as well. 


These pictures, as you call them, gave some start-inp 
They quickly revealed a wide range in living conditions 
throughout the State, bringing to light the pleces 1 
adjustments are needed to improve the welfare of rural nec; | 
The greatest concentration of low~level areas was found to 
be in the St. John River Valley in northern Aroostook Coun 


That's an area of people of Arcadian-Ffrench descent. 


Principally French-speaking communities having large number: 
of part-time farmers. . . Their situation is complicoted by 
cultural considerations. . . host of the other towns ir 
which have low levels of living are in sparsely settled 
in Somerset, Piscataquis, Penobscot, Waldo, and Washinton 
counties. . . Many are towns on the edge of the uncleared 
“wild lands". . . In some cases, the decline of the lumber 
industry has been chicfly responsible for the low ] vel of 
living, In others the land is unable to support a successfal 
commercial farming. 


You have some detailed reports on these various situatio 
for the guidance of the research and action agencies seekins 
to improve living conditions. 


Yes, these reports designate sp=cifically the places where 
heip is needed, and they specify also the needs expressed br 
the people themselves to raise the level of living in the 


various communities. 


Could you give us a few of those items, Stacy? 
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AS a result of them rural people were so well informed of 1 


~19~ 


Llectricity was Mo. 1 on the list of needs. An the 
reason is that rural people believe that cloctricity con- 
ributes vreathy toward a high level of living, because 
of the many conveniences which clectricity makes possible. 


No. 27 


Conveniences within the home ~ running water and bathrooms 
were second and Zourth on the list. 


I suppose that improved roads were high on the list. 


Improved roads and improved schools ~- factors which require 

action of a civil division such as the torn or incorporated. 
villace ~ were in third and sixth place respectively. O1ff- 

farm employment ranked in fifth place. Cther needs inc] 
better sanitation, recreational facilities, medical service 
fire protection, and so on, down throush lower taxes, impro 
town finances, and the like. 


Just a fow of those items sound to me as offering a fulli- 
time job for some of your action and administrative areneie? 
Tell us about some of their work. 


One of the first bis jobs tackled was the subject of rceneral 
propert:’ taxes. Throucsh a series of meectin=cs, rural people 
were acquainted with a tax policy recently adopted br the 
various avricultural organizations in the State. 


‘hat happened as a result? 


policy. . .« a policy which aimed at lowering sencral proper 
taxes. ». » that several new laws were passed by the lerisla 


sow, as I understand it, a ood deal of vour planning work 
been at the community level. 


Yes, by the farm men and women themselves in working oui, the 
Local problems. 


Then you also have the county planning committees composed 


farm people and represent:tives of the various State and Feder 


research and action arencies. 


County planning committees have been organized in 12 of the 
counties in iiawine. nis coming year special emphasis is to 


given to developins county planning activities. The need for 


more closely orranized county committees is clearly recocnized 


FLU ING: 


It is anticipated that these committees will give firs. 

consideration to local phases of problems of an emerrency 
nature, such as those concerning farm labor an! the supplies 
of concentrated feed needed to increase the procucuion of 
milk and eg:s in the food-foer-defense prosram. These corm 
tees will deal also with loncs-term problems associated with 
submarcinal farm areas in the State and the public service 
costs in sparsely settled rezrions. 


. 


And then you have your State planning committee with itg 

various sub-committees working on both immediate and Long- 

term problems. . . And your Joint Land-Grant Colleve-DA 

Committee engaged in economic and social research. . . Thank 

you, Stacy, for telling us about the planning anc a 

procrams in Itaine. . . And now for our listeners on thx 
t 


Keonomics representaLlive for Vassachusetts will be here 
from Amherst for a discussion of asricultural planning, 
research, and action in Massachusetts. Until then 
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Radio Script, Colonial Network y October 1, by Phil Fleming of the New 
mg nd Radio News Service and W. 5. yiddangh, Regional representative 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economies, U. 5. Department of Arriculture. 


AGRICULTURAL PLANNING {8 MASSACHUSETTS 


FLEMING ¢ Last % Lochesma Bt this time, Stacy tiller of carbines ecg 


planning and aon 4 in the Pine Tree State He - 
about the changes which have occurred in the arricu 
of Maine through the years, and of the needs expre 
the people themselves in these troubled times to improve 
the physical condition of the land, and the economic and 
social condition of the people on the land. . « Tocuy, 
Fred Cole, the Bureau of Agricultural isconomics represent 
tive for Massachusetts, was to have come over from Amherst 
to tell us about the latest developments in the planning 
and action programs in Massachusetts. ‘Ves liddauch, the 
regional BAE Representative for the Northeast is in Roston 
and is taking Fred's place. Last week Yes was in New Yor 
taking part in a bip regional conference on the Naidionts 
food-for-defense program. ‘Wes, can vou sive us sone of the 
highlirhts of that conference? 


MIDDAUGE The big thing, Phil, is the need for increased croduction of 
the protective foods. ‘ie need to increase sreatly our pro- 
duction of dairy and poultry products, as well as the pro- 
duction of meats, vegetables, and other foods. 


PLEMING s That means increased production of milk and eggs in Now 
England? 
MIDDAUGH s Yes. New England produces only a limited m sexpieuebe Be or 


factured dairy andi poultry products, but it produce pees 
quantities of milk and epits. . . and there's an enormously 
increased demami for these products, 


FLEMING : Thatts because, I suppose, of the great increase in employmen 
in the defense industries in this area. 


MIDDAUG Hs Yes, and besides ~ in Massachusetts alone ~ there are larpe 
purchases of foods by the Army camps - Camp Edwards and 
Camp Devens. Our production of milk and eses is somewhat 


larger this year than last, but even larger quantities are 
called for during the coming year, 


FLEMING: Now, vies, I understand that recently the Massachusetts Rural 
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Policy Committee drew-up a wnifled program fer the rural. 


areas of Massachusetts, and that this 


program covers 


agricultural plamning and the action noeded in this 


to neet the conditions arising out of the war, and the 


conditions which are likely to arise aiter the war. 


That report was based largely upon the work of the t 


ar 


and county rural policy committees which have been { 
in hassachusetts the last three years. 


posed largely of the farn people assisted by technic 


administrative representatives of State anc Federal scen 


we've been told about some of tne work of these committe 


in previous broadeasts on. the Colonial Network. .. 


I recall, there are mere than 


st Af. 


oa & 


fifty towaship agricul: 
oe 
¢ 


planning committees in Massachusetts. . . and fouz 


cormittees,. 


That's right, county committees in Essex, Bristol, F1 


and Barnstable. This coming year we expect to have 


county committees in Worcester amd Berkshire, also, 
possiodly a committee in Norfolk. .. So far, in the 


years, we've had town meetings in every county excor! 
iddlesex, and -Hampshire. 


That should give you a pretty good basis for :rovr 91 
action prorrams all over the Stute. . . Now this lat 
That contains some recommendations for action? 


it contains more than seventy resonmendations. . 
dsaling with every aspect. of a; 
problems. . « beginning with the 
of tne land. . . throucsh sroblens of credit, cons 
production. . . to the marketing process 

and social welfare of our 


dations 
related 


That's a pretiy comprehensive vrogren. Suppese ve ta 
some of those itens. 
land, for instance? 


Ye have some firures, Phil, 
the census farms in 


provunece 
poultry 
of them 


are on the outbski 
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owing that about tywoethir 
achusetts are vort=time farm 
about 5 percent of the total owtout of dairy 
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products, fruits, veretables, and other crops. Tangy 
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operated largely by factory and other industrial workers. 


Gut then there are the cormercial farms in the State. 


aur 


Yes, anc in good acricultural areas there is considerable 


adaptable land which is not beine usec: to 
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There are many yood farms in the State which, 
reason or another, are not being oper: 


an opportuni ty to work these places. 


You spoke of farm credit and production 


The principal watchword there is that while it is cet: 


for farmers to increase their production as much as 


ble durins the present national emergency, they should r 
go excessively into debt, or beyond vhet sae can repay 
The State Rural Policy 1 


the next two or three years. 
mittee believes, also, that for the ons pull youn; 
should be helped to become farn tenants and manacers 
toward ultimate ownership of farms of their om. 


Conservation? 


Under conservation come erosion control and soil fer 
cropping systems » 


bank control. and flood control. Reccwrendations i: 


2 sof 


fields range from programs to study the different 2o7 


and to banks in and improve the fertilicy of i> 
re) bitv of programs seeking 

to the institution prog seeking 
least to reduce flood daemare on farne 


And in the field of marketing farm products? 
Of course, Hetropolitan Boston is our big outlet for 
farm commodities produced in this Stich But the ma 
facilities here in Boston were built fc: 
local products long before the aubrenie of world Tar 
They simply do not take care of present-day needs 
is congested, there is insufficient space to eisvlay 
and the merkets are widely separated. 4 good deci a 
be done to modernize this metropolitan 


You have similar situations 
in Springfield. . . icenton, » e and the like? 
Yes. But of course 


in lesser depress. The Dureev 


cultural Economies has been studying the marlcets all 
the Hast and has made a mumber of recommendations for 
prevements. One of the problems is the development 
efficient farmer markets in mstrepoliten areas, and of 


side stands in the ccuntry. A bir problem in Pass pie 
q Y ic pla nn R= Corn 


is the distribution of milk. iiany of 
in this State believe there is a gocd deal of 

ifort, including the 
farms. 


> 


daily picking us of milk 


for one 
ted at all. Yor 
people really interested in agriculture should be civer 


and pastures, moisture control, stre 
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FLEM ING? é 


Well, Nes, I can see there are many ramifications of toese 
yarious recomendations of the State committce. . . 
shan't have time to discuss them ail toler But b 
closine, I wonder if you could give us a brief outlines of 
some of the plans of the rural policy committeas for “iis 
fall and winter. 


Let's berin with Essex County, where a unified prog of 
planning and action has already been worked out. Botn 
county and town committees in Essex will emphasize ! } 
and mutrition this fall and winter, alone with the coordina- 
tion of rural activities in the field of defense and fam 
business adjustments due to defense activity. Lach tows 


Re ate ee 


. 
committee will hold at least one vrorsress meeting. 


And in Bristol County? 


The county committee in Bristol is now completing its unifiec 

vropram. The final program will preven ly have several recom 

mendations emphasizing the opportunitics for assista a.nd 
ievelopment 


guidance for future rural res ae aarp he 
Barnstable and Plymouth? 


The committees in both of these counties are plannin: So develk 
well-rounded unified rural programs with special emphasis on 
the impact of defense activities. 


worcester County? 


In Torcester it is hoped that a county committee will zet unde 
way this fall. A unified program should be completed oy the 
end of the coming vear. Existing tor committees will] hold 
progress meetings this fall and winter, and in addition to the 
towms already organized, it is planned to develop tom rural 
policy committees and reports in six or eight additicral torns 
this coming year. 


Norfolk and Berkshire? 


In each of these counties there will be a thorouch checking 
up and follow through on recormendations already made by 


the town committees, Then it is planned to organize county 
committees if the Extension Service can find enouch resources 
to permit the work of these committees to preceed speedily 


and expeditiously. 


And in Hampden County? ‘what voes on there - ~ ~ 
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This county has planned to develop a county committee and 
more town rural policy committees during the coming year 


All of these committees will be busy with the adjustments 
being made as a result of the defense «ctivity? 


Yes, the Food fer Defense Program is of major importance 
Well, that leaves Franklin, Hampshire, and Middlesex Counties. 


If any of these counties should be interested in deve 
rural policy work durins this coming year, the Ixte 
Ss J 


Well, that gives us a fairly rounded picture. . . And 1 want 
to thank you, ties, in behalf of our Colonial Network listeners 
for this discussion of agricultural planning and action in 
Massachusetts. . . Next Wednesday, at this same time, our 
scheviule calls for a discussion of arricultural olanning and 
action in Vermont. Our suest speaker at that time will be 
Harry R. Varney of Burlington, the BAE representative fox 
Vermont. 


Radio Seript «+ Colonial Network ~ October 8. 
New Enjland Radio News Service, and Harry Varney, Vermont Representa~ 


Phil Fleming of th 


tive of the Bureau of Agricultural heonomics 


PLELING : 


VARNEY: 


FLAMING s 


PLELINGs 


VARNEY: 


AGRICULTURAL PLANNING IN VikLONT 


Last Wednesday at this time, Vessels Middauch was telling 


us about acricultural planning and action programs in 
Massachusetts. He told us about the food-for-defense 
gran and of the increased needs for the production of 
eprs, and other products. . . and of the ways in 
Massachusetts farmers are planning to meet th 
the war and the conditions to follow after the war. 
. « « Today, Harry Varney of Burlington, Vermont. . 


that State. « 


of agricultural planning and action in Vermont. . .Harry, 
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you and sone of the farmer-members of the Vermont Agri- 


cultural Planning Committee were at the recent rerional 


arricultural defense conference in New York. . « 


Yes, . » That conference was called by the Secretary of 
Agriculture to develop ways and means of increasing arri~ 


cultural production during the coming year. . . to con- 


Sider the National soals for agricultural production in 


OL 


representative of the Burean of Arricultural heonomics in 
e is here to give us some of the hiczhlichts 


i 


1942. . » goals culling for increased production of milk 


eggs and other products all over the United Stxtes in 


1942. . « and in New England and other eastern States. 


Vermont plays 4 large part in that picture? 


About 65 to 70 percent of the total cash farm income in 


Vermont is from the sale of milk. . . About 12 percen 


L. 
vv 
¥ 


from the sale of cull or surplus dairy cattle and calves 
the remainder from poultry and egzs, potatoes, apples, 


maple syrup and sugar, and other woodland vroducts. 


Total farm income in Vermont will be hicher this 
Last? 


About two million dollars hicher. . . And a geod part o 


that increase is from higher production and prices of 


1s i 


But of course, we've had a tight labor supply situation 
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this year. . » and a pretty serious drourcht. . . and costs 


of production senerally have increased, 
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VATLNMY: 


Sea te 


Now, as I understand it, the various National coais for 
farm production in 1942 are being broken down inte State 
and county goals. 


Yes. . - And at our various arricuitural planning meetings 
in eeeee this fall and winter these production coals. 
and the. ways and means ofattaining them. . » Will come in 
for a cood deal of discussion. 


Discussions that will include. .. no doubt. . . a number 
of other situations in agricultural planning. . . dealing 
with the economic and social welfare of the farm people. 


Besides the voals for farm production durins the coming 
year, there'll be some lively discussions dealing with the 
farm labor situation. . . with taxes. . . With the forcstry 
situation. There are problems in erosion control to be 
discussed. « .« problems in pasture and cropland improvenent 


- « » an farm abandomment. . . in health and other institutiona 


services for farm people. 


And those discussions at township plannins meetings lead te 
programs of action going up through the county and State 
planning committees. - . and it is at these levels. .. the 
state and county levels. . . the various State an! Federal 
action agencies come inte the picture. 


And going on all the while are a mumber of research studies 
and cooperative programs by the Vermont acricultural experi- 
ment station. . . and the extension of that work, out thiourch 
the Vermont Extension Service, to ths farm people. 


I*ve seen some of the recent reports on these various lines 
of research, planning and action in Vermont. . . and.they 
make a sizable volume. .. Unified Programs for Asriculture 
in Caledonia amu) Chittenden counties. . . Fasture Improve- 
ment in Chittenden County under the Agricultural Conservation 
Program. . . Land Use Planning committee reports in Hutland 
and Essex counties. » . A Study of Tree Planting in Vermont 
under the Arvricultural Conservation Propram., . . and so on. 


One of the earliest activities in land use planning was a 
classification of all the land in the State. . . by the 
farners themselves cooperating with workers from the kxpori-g 
ment Station. . , to determine whether the best use is being 
made of the fee « « and to discover ways of better use to 
benefit not only the rural peovle but the urban and indus- 
trial pec:le as well. Agricultural AES deals not srily 
with the physical use of the land. . . it deals also with 
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the economic and social condition of the people on the’ 
land, and the effect of this upon the whole cormunity. 


Now in this series of radio discussions on agricultural 
planning and action in New England, we've been giving a 
‘good deal of attention to the reports of the State con- 
mittees dealing with the situation and the needs of 
farmers in meeting the conditions arising out of World 
War IT and our defense programs. 


In every case, Phil. . . im Vermont, as well as the other 
States. « . these reports have come out of the cooperative 
work of the farm people in conjunction with the rescarch 
and action agencles. . . throuch agricultural planning. 


And I see you have a copy of the Vermont report with you 
2 e « vuppose we run throuch that report. .. for as much 
as our remaining radio time will allow. 


& 
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This Vermont report contains a number of recommendations 
covering a dozen or more situations. . . from surplus 
removal and production control. . . forestry and highways. . 
taxes and prices. . . farm abandorment. .. dairy production 
and marketing. . . and the like. 


You listed dairy production and marketing. . . 


As I indicated at the beginning of this radio ciscussion, 
the dairy is the most important source of inceme in Vermont, 
Although all of the farn manayement studies mace by the 
State Agricultural College indicate that relatively high 
milk production is extremely important - indeed necessary ~ 
for efficient and profituble farm operation, the average 
annual production per cow in Vermont as a whole is only 
about 5,000 pounds. . . Most of the milk produced in the 
State is sold in either the New York or the Boston markets. 
Both of these markets are operating under Federal tillk 
arketing Orders which provide classified price plans and 
rarketewide equalization. Smaller quantities of milk are 
sold in local markets and in southern New Encland cities 
such as Springfield, Lowell and Lawronce. 


Doubtless many of our city listeners will be astonished to 
dearn that a part of their milk supply is dependent unon 
conditions in Vermont. . . Does the Vermont committee 
recommend that these Federal Marketing Orders you mentioned 
should be continued? 
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| *PLEMING: 


VARNEY: 


PLING s 


VARNEY s 


Yes. . - But the committee aiso recommended that the 
orders be amended to provide for automatic increases 
and decreases in the price of milk in response to 
changing economic conditions. . . It recommended, too, 
that a class for milk made into cheese be provided in 
the Boston Marketing Order. 


, 


Any other recommendations on mil} 


The Committee recommended. . . among other things. 

that more emphasis be placed on the quality of the milk 
when it reaches the creamery than on barn inspection or 
the hour of arrival at the creamery. . . And that dairy~- 
men be given at least a six~months advance notice when 
changes in milk inspection requirements are contemplated 


Didn't the Vermont Legislature recently make some Sah 
vision for dairy herd improvement associution work 


Yes. . - the legislature provided for increased facilities 
for that work. . . And the State Planning Committee is 


urging dairy farrers in the State to take advantage of that 
br joining an associztion and using it to increase the nro- 
duction of their herds, and to lower the costs of production 


We won't have time this avrning to discuss all of the 
recommendations covering the other situations you mentioned. 
taxes. . . and highways. . .and the like. Gut that question 
of farm abandonment. .. that's a situation of vital concern 
all over New Enpland. 


Farm abandonment is one of the most serious problems facing 


‘many towns in Vermont. The chief reason for abandomnent is 


considered to be the change that has come about in azri- 
cultural methods and equipment in the last fifty years. The 
average standard of living also has changed considerably 
Today most people want good roads, including winter roads, 
electricity. .. ard good schools. Lamy farms have been 
abandoned because of the lack of these facilities, and many 
others, because of burned buildings. kvery farm thet is 
abandoned puts an additional tax burden on the farmers whe 
are left in the tom, 


/ 


Any recommendations dealing with that situation? 


The State committee has recommended that every encourarement 
be given city residents to locate summer homes in areas un 
suited to agriculture. It recormended, also, that the State 
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Publicity Service and the local Chambers of Cormerce 
cooperate in bringing this about, by advertising Vermont 
possibilitics and making available to prospective irrers 
lists of farms for sale. It recommended, too, that electri 
service be made available at a reasonable price to all areas 
suitable for farming. . . Incidentally, I should mention that 
there are now two Rural Electrification Administration coop- 
eratives in the state. A mumber of additional line extensions 
are to be put into operation during the coming year. 


FLEMING s Well, I see our time is up now, Harry. . . But I want you te 
promise that you'll come down again from Burlington to is 
us more details regarding some of the other situ.tions in 
Vermont. . . And to the listeners on the Colonial Netaor' 
next ednesday at this same time Bradford Crossmon, who is 
extension leader in agricultural planning in Cormecticut is 
coming up from Storrs to discuss agricultural plannine and 
action in Connecticut. . . Until then - 
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Radio Script - Colonial Network ~ October 15. rhil Fleming of the 
England Radio News Service, and Bradford Crossmon, ixtension Lea 
Agricultural Planning in Connecticut. 


der in 


AGRICULTURAL PLANNING IN ComiscTIcut 


FLEMING s Today we present for our listeners on the Colonial Network 
the seventh ~‘and last = of a series of weekly radio dis- 
cussions on 1S planning in New kn¢land. Last 
Vednesday at this tine, Harry Varney told us about agricul- 
tural research, dann and action programs in Vermont. 
and of the ways in which the farm people and the various 
State and Federal avencies are cooperating to improve oe 
mic and social conditions in Vermont. . . Today, Uradford 
Crossmon, whe is extension leader in agricultural planning 
in Connecticut is here to tell us about the asricultural 
research, planning, and action prograns in that State. ; 
Brad. . « of course the big thing in the news just now is the 
fcod-for-freedom campaifn in which farmers are cooverating 
to increase the production of milk, egzs, meats and other 
products during the coming year. 


CROSSMONs Yes. . . the question of increased production of these foods 
already has come up for discussion at two of our State agri- 
cultural planning meetings. . . Connecticut, as you know, 
Phil, is virtually an arsenal in the national defense pro- 


cram. . . By the summer of 1941, the State's defense productioy 
contracts of over 500 millions dollars meant more in dollars »e2 


capita than in any other state. There's been an increase of 
over 20 percent in the number of non-agricultural workers in 
the State during the past year. 


FLEMING: ind that means an increase in the consumer demand for food 
in Connecticut. 


CROSSMON: But don't overlook, Phil, that a food many of these indus- 
trial workers have been drawn from Connecticut farms 
And that means fewer furm people to produce the inereased 
quantities of food. . . ven so, at our recent planning 
meetings Connecticut farmers stated that they will coonverate 
in the national program to meet the inereas sed demand for 
farm products. 


a J « ° 


PLEMING s itve just been Looking at some of the farm vroduction cals 
for 1942. For all of New ingland these zoals call for an 
increase of about 5 oe in the production of milk, and 
about 8 percent in the output of eggs durins the coming year 
Do you have the figures for Connecticut? 
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CROSSMON: 


FLEMING: 


CiOSSHON: 


PLEMINGs 


ChOSSEON: 


CROSSRON: 


Although Secretary Wickard only requested an increase for 
Connecticut of 4 percent in production of milk and 3 per- 
cént in the output of eggs. . . farmers at the State Agri- 


cultural Planning meeting Boukted if this would be enough 
for domestic needs. They agreed that Connecticut should 
endeavor to take care of its fluid milk needs and could 
increase its ez” production by 10 percent in 1942 over 194) 


And to get these increzses, . . will farmers be advised to 
feed heavier? 


That is only one farm adjustment. Every farmer can discuss 
his production problem with a neighboring Agricultural Con- 
servation Program committeeman. These committeemen are being 
informed on farm adjustments at training schools conducted 
by County ACP and Extension Service leaders this month. The 
Connecticut Lxtension Service is preparing a leaflet for 
immediate distribution to all farmers, indicating the expecte 
demand for farm products and the importance of changes in the 
prices of products sold in relation to changes in costs. 
indications are that price relationships will continue favor- 
able ior increased production of milk and egss during the 
coming year. 


dell, Brad. . . this SALE ell nny emescor « « ties in 


grams of the last few eo ° eae to i increase "the ef 
ciency of agriculture in Connecticut 80 as to wield a bet 
living for the farm people. . . and to contribute more to 
welfare of the whole community. . . of farm and city people 
alike. 


Yes. . . we have our agricultural planning and action prorra: 
at both the county and State levels. .. programs in which 
farmers and a number of Federal and State agricultural azenc: 
including the Commecticut Agricultural Experiment Station an 
Extension Service ~ are cooperating. There are about 10,000 
commercial farmers in Connecticut. . . Practically all of %} 
farmers have been cooperating in the Agricultural Conservati: 
Program. 


As I understand it, many of these farmers are cooperating in 
pasture improvemcnt programs and in the adoption of soil- 
building practices. 


And in the building of farm woodlots. One of our bic pro- 
blems risht now is to guard asainst wasteful practices in 
this deferise effort. . . that would deplete the soil, or 
deplete the forests. Besides the effort being race now to 
increase farm production, we must have in mind also the 
conditions which are likely to arise after the war. 
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PLEMING ; 


-C ROSSRONs * 


FLEMING: 


CROSSHON: 


GROSSMON: 


FLEMING: 


That question of farm woodlots. . . You were telling me 
hig moming, Brad. .« » about a bill the Connecticut 
Legislature passed this year to provide for forestry 
planting stock? 


That action by the State Legislature was largely the 
result of the work of a sR eteie ee of the State Agri- 
cultural Planning Committee. The lew authorizes the 

State forester to make contracts with Connecticut nursery- 
men for the purchase of two year old seedlings to be 
transplanted to State property and later sold to Connecti- 
cut furmers. A revolving fund has been set up for this. 
purpose. The law also permits Connecticut nurserymen to 
buy stock from out of the State for delivery undsr con- 
tract to the State forester. . . In this way, it is hoped 
that the needs of farmers for nursery stock under the Ar 
cultural Conservation Program will be met. . . It is expected 
that during the next few years the State forester will place 
contracts with mirserymen for the purchase of approximately 
a million trees. 


Now, Brad. . . these agricultural planning committees. . . 
the membership consists principally of farners? 


That's correct. The State agricultural planning committes 
has fifteen farm men and women representing all of the 
counties in Connecticut. . . Besides, there are county com- 
mittees for the counties of Hartford, Litchfield, New London, 
and Windham, These county committees also have a na jority 

£ farmer membership. 


And then there are subcommittees of the State Comittee to 
deal with special problems? 


a2 


Subcommittees dealing with special problems such as ror 
health and nutrition. . . and with the farm labor arieey 


How are Siar ons now on the farm labor front? 


Right nov the Seasonal demind for farm labor is declining. . 
but there is a definite shortage of experienced arricultural 
dabor. It was only through the cooperation of many agencies 
in the State. . . notably the State Farm Labor Committee. 

the State Lmployment Service, and the public schools. 

we were able to get in the crops this summer. This farm 
situation is a continuing problem to which all of the pub] 
agencies must give inereising attention during the comin 
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You also said there was a subcommittee on health anc matiitic 
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CROSSHON: 


GROSSIONs 


CROSSHON s 


FLEMING: 


ay) 


Yes. . . the large number of rejections of farm and city 
boys from Selective Service has oe quite a shock to us. . 
and it's awakened many public agencies in the State to the 
needs for better health and Eser er in both. rural and 
urban communities. 


The agricultural planning committees are giving a good 
deal of attention to that problem? 


Considerable attention. . . Many agencies appreciate as 
never before the need for a united program to improve 

the health of our rural people. . . possibly through an 
expansion of the Food Stamp Plan, low-cost milk, wee 
school lunch programs. There is urgent need for bet’ 
medical and dental facilities in rural communities. . » 
Studies should be made of the possibilities of group plans 
for hospitalization. The development of health and matyitior 
programs calls for the active cooperation of ed arencies.» 
including community planning committees, town heal ith councils 
youth organizations, parent-teachers associations and the 1i! 


Of course, Brad, there are many ramifications of these pro- 
blems of conservation and production and health. . . and we 
won't have time in this brief broadcast to discuss ali of 
them. . « But I notice you have stressed especially the matt 
of cooperation among the various public agencies = local, St: 
and Federal agencies — and the farm people - in planning and 
action programs. 


Yes, I believe that arriciltural planning has developed a 
better understanding of the need for cooperative action in 
attacking common problems - the need for arreement as to the 
action desired in dealing with these common problems. . . 
and for cooperation among the various action agencies in 
putting concerted programs into effect. 


And that as I understand it is the underlying purpose of the 
planning process. .. to bring all agencies together in a 
unitied effort to improve. the economic and social condition 
of farm people. Thanks, Brad, for this discussion of resear: 
planning, and action in Connecticut. . . And for our listens: 
on the Colonial Network I am sure they would want mc to exte: 
their appreciation also to all the Bureau of Agricultural Ee: 
nomics representatives who have taken part in this series of 
weekly broadcasts on Agricultural, Planning in New England ~ 
~o Wessels Middaugh, representative for New Mngland. .. To 
Dr. Basil Gilbert of Rhode Island. . . Harry Woodworth of Ne 
Hampshire. . . Stacy Miller of Maine. - « Harry Varney of 
Vermont. . . and to you, Bradford Crossmon of Connec teks 
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Radio Script - Station WGY, Schenectady, N. Y. -— September 26. By 
G. Emerson Markham of Radio Station GY and Frani: George of the Bur- 
eau of Agricultural Economics. 
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GEORGE: 


GRORGIS 


LARKHAL: 


AR KIA 3 


AGRICULTURAL PLANNING 20K NATIONAL DNPRISE 


(Introduction by larkham). . . Frank, I understand you've 


just come from an agricultural defense conference of the 
Department of Agriculture in New York City. 


That New York conference, Emerson, was in connection with 
the farm production programs for 1942. The New York meetings 
was one of four being held with farmers and farm leaders. . . 
and the representatives of the various ag¢ricultural research, 
planning and action agencies all over the country. . . to 
increase the production of food durins the coming year. 


Food~for—freedom. . . to mect our ovm increased needs for 
food, and for export under the lease-lend program. 


Yes. . » and calling especially for increased production of 
dairy and poultry products, meats, fruits, and vegetables. 
This New York meetin was a regional meeting dealing with 
the ways and means of increausinc the production of these 
foods in the Lastern Stutes. . . And in the east the vatio al 
goals for farm production in 1942 call for an increase of 
about 5 percent in the production of milk, and about 9 per— 


cent in the output of ezs. 


Now these production soals for 1942. . . these roals tie in 
pretty closely with the subject sched eat for tonircht's 
discus sion ~ “Agricultural Planning for National Defense* 


Nw ° 


wefve been hearing a good deal about arriculturni plannine ire 
the last year or so, 


The national soals for farm provuction in 1942 have been 
developed largely on the basis of the farm adjustments which 
have been made during the last five or six years, and on the 
cooperative work of the research, planning and action acencie 
in agriculture. 


Three years azo, an arrangenent was worked out by the Devart- 
ment of Agriculture and the Land Grant Collevsas for the creat 
of agriculturel planning committees so that farmers could tak 
a more active part in tie develorment of arricuitural program 


« » » In the development of prog srams?- 
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Yes. . . So that farmers could help in determining the 
policy. . ..and the kinds of programs. . . for acri- 
cultural adjustment. This planning process bessins on 
the farms. ». »« in community rroups of farm men anc 
women meeting to consider their local problems. . ; 


Down at the grass roots, so to speak. 


And dealing with problems not only of the use of the land. 
but economic and social problems as well, . . problems 
affecting farm people and city people. . . At the present 
time there are more than 7,000 of these community planning 
grouvs of farmers all over the United States. 


But where does this "determination of policy" come in? 


The problems that go beyond cormunity lines are tuken up 
at the county level. . . by county agricultural 
planning committees. . .And of county planning cormittecs 
there are more than eighteen hundred all over the United 

ics 

States. 


These county committees have farmer members, too? 


The county committees are composed of farmers , tec sche. 
workers from the land grant colleves, and administrators 
of various State and Federal arcncies = all dealing + with 


agricultural problems. 
Then there are State Agricultural Plannine Committees? 


There's a State comiittee in ech Stete, com 
technical workers s and administrators -— dealing with arri- 
mene conditions and programs at the State level. 


Then you zo up to the Federal level? 


Yes. . » throush the Inter—Bureau Comiuittecs and the Agri 

cultural Program Boad of the Department of Acriculture ae 
Washington, on both of which all the separate anencies of 
the Department can use the ideas of the local committees 


and can contribute their share to the planni he Deon? 
ment's work. i ng of the Depa2 


So you have a chain of action that begins with the p 

y j s people 
on the land, and goes up throuch the various acencies ee 
County, State, and Federal levels. 
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A Chain of action that also works down throuch these various 
agencies ~ in effect, a two-way process of planning, prorran~ 


ming and action. 
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Now, rank, I understand that amon: other activities the 
various Stute agricultural planning committees have been 
studying the needs of agriculture in this national defcnse 
period. « « 

GEORGE: Yes, the Department has made a national summary of that 
study based upon the work of nearly GOO farm men and women, 
assisted by more than 1700 administrative and technical 
workers of State, Department and other Federal acencies. . . 
The work of the State committees in turn has srovnm out of 
two years of work by thousands of members of county acri~ 
cultural planning comnittees. 


MARKHAM s Yes, I've heard of that national summary. 


GEORGE: The topics covered by that report deal with special defense 
Situations. . . They deal with the health and nutrition of 
farm and city people in this emergency. . . They deal with 
the farm labor situation. Other topics include soil conser= 
vation. . . forestry. . . water and range utilization. .. 
production, prices, and farm management. .. the marketing 
and distribution of farm products. . . and atricultural 
finance. 


MARKILALs That's a pretty comprehensive prosram. 


GEORG: Recommendations as to special defense situations are that 
. further steps be taken to intecrate the nation's azri- 

cultural economy with the total defense effort. . . that 
priorities and price control policies take careful account 
of the needs of agriculture. . . Additional steps for the 
coordination of marketing and distribution of farm products 
are proposed. . . And there's a recommendation relatine to 
public finance... 


LARKHAL s | That last one. . . public finance. . . that should be of 
interest to ovr tax—payving listeners. 


GnonGise last, but not least, Emerson. . . Some of the committees 
recommended that non-essential spending. . . pivivate and 
public spending. . . be curbed as much as vossible curine 
this emergency. . . They recommended that defense costs be 
financed through taxation to the fullest extent possible. 


LARKITA $ You mentioned farm labor, . . That's an important subject 
right now in New Eneland. 


GORGE: Yes, the planning committees recocnize a farm labor situation 
unparalleled since Vorld War I. Various recommendations 
have been made for the development of a unified farsa labor 


provram by Federal, State, and local agencies. . . to inven- 
tory farm labor supply and demand by regions or areas. « « 
and to insure security and desirable working conditions for 
farm labor. Of course, some of the things these committees 
proposed have now been done. 


WANKHAIM: Another subject you mentioned. . . one of considerable interest 
in this revion. . . is production, prices and farm manurencnt. 

OLORGS $ Nearly all the State committees recommended modification of 
acricultural programs so as to increase the production of 
foods such as dairy and poultry nroducts. . . and to increase 
the production of feed for conversion into food. 


MAKKHAR Now, that feed situation. . . That's another question whieh 18 
troubling our eastern farners this season. 


GLORGLs In that connection, imerson, the planning committees re 
mended an increase in storage stocks of feed srains 
Northeast this season. . . anc the Commodity Credit Corporatio 
ie working on that situation right now. . . arranging for the 
Storage of feed at eastern terminals and on farns. 


MARKEAL ¢ Prices, . . What about prices? 
GHORGH: Regarding vrices of feed srains. . . the Commodity Credit 


Progran for feed arain storage in the Northeast includes 
provisions against speculative price advances, . . In 
general. . . aS to all farm prices. . . many of the State 
committees indicated that sone form of price arantce or 
support is desirable for both basic and non-basic crovs. 


and that such guarantees or supports should be adjusted 
upward as prices vaid by farmers move upward. 

MARKHAN : That leaves the question of farm manarenent. 

Pei vinds In the State reports there was a large vrouy of recomienda- 
tions dealing with farm ranasement, fara tenancy, land use, 
and the administration of the action prograns of the ener. 
ment of Agriculture. There was ceneral insistence that the 
Depsrinent should encourage the maintenance of conte 
farms. » » And that improvement in tenancy arrancerents 
would pive tenants a more secure tenure. 

LARKHALL s I believe you mentioned forestry as one of the subjects 
covered by. your planning committees. 

GEORGI: hiready, the Nation's forests and woodlots are playing a 


vital role'in the defense effort. . . In the zreat virgin 
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forests of the Northwest and along the Pacific Coast, the 


mills are running night and day. . . Local operations are 


being extended and new areas are being opened. In the 
older forested and woodlot areas elsewhere in the Navione « « 
in the East and the Northeast... . the impact of increas- 
ing demand and rising prices is also apparent. 


And in the east, I understand, there have been sugrestions 
for including the farm.woodlot as a part of the agricultural 
programs 


The State planning committecs have recommended that in- 
creased attention be siven the development anc eee 
of the farm woodlot. This wis emphasized particularly in 
the east in view of 4 possible fuel shortare and risin 
prices of forest products. . . It was recommended os 
ublic arencies administering credit, azricultural cu st- 
ment and other programs should ¢ive special ati meey Lo 
provisions for planning woodlot development as an Slee: i 
part of individual farm planning. 


Now one thing more. . . as i see our time is: 
You mentioned as one of the subjects on your ¢ nite 
program the marketing and distribution of farm teats . 
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The planning cormittees believe that im-rovencnts in 

marketing are essential in the present and prospective 
defense situation. Critical conditions appear in »ros= 
pect as a result of demands upon distribution and marke? 
systems by the army, the lend-lease provram, and by met: 
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politan areus. liany persons fecl-that the prosent tran: 
tion facilitics are inadequate to meet the needs of a 
out defense progran, and that unless new planrins ig der 
anc action taken now, agriculture will be hampered in 
defense efforts. 
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Did the committees make some specific recommendations on 
that account? 


There were four recommendations on marketing and trans- 
portation. Recommendation No. 1 was for a national systen 
to conserve existing transportation facilities 5 to ar 
for new fucilities, and to: mak oe sible their mo 
USC. 


No. 2 


It was recommended that the Department of & aca should 
inte nsily its efforts towards improvements in the marketing 
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and distribution system for farm products essentiul i 
defense program. State trade barriers were recognize 
many States as obstacles which must be removed. 


mo 


No. 3? 


Recommendation No. 3 was that the Department's price 
supporting progrem should be placed on a flexible basis 
with proper regard to geographic differences anc to the 
movement of ‘agricultural commodities inte channels of 
consumption. 


And No. 4? 


Recommendation No. 4 was that the Federal-Stite orerran 
of grading, inspection, collection and dissemination of 
market information should be expanded and coordinnted, 

especially as it relates to defense vreducts from farm 

and forest. 


well, our time is up now, and I want to thank you, Frank, 
for giving us some of the highlights of this national 
agricultural planning report. Some of our listeners may 
wish to have a copy of that report. 


Coy;ies may be obtained by dropping a post card to the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Vashinrton, D. C. The 


title of the report is “Agriculture's Plans to Aid in 
Defense and Meet the Impact of Viar', 


(Close) 
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